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ther ; so that many came thither to study in a better ayre,
findinge all the bookes they could desyre in his library, and
all the persons togither, whose company they could wish,
and not finde in any other society. Heare Mr Chilling-
worth wrote and formed and modelled his excellent booke
against the learned Jesuitt, Mr Nott, after frequent
debates, upon the most important particulars, in many of
which he suffred himselfe to be overruled by the judge-
ment of his frends, though in others he still adhered, to

10 his owne fancy, which was scepticall enough even in the
highest pointes. In this happy and delightfull conversa-
tion and restrainte he remayned in the country many
yeeres, and untill he had made so prodigious a progresse
in learninge, that ther were very few classique authors in
the greeke or Latine tounge, that he had not reade with
great exactnesse ; He had reade all the greeke and Latine
fathers, all the most allowed and authentique Ecclesiasti-
call writers, and all the Councells, with wounderfull care
and observation, for in religion he thought to carefull and

20 to curious an enquiry could not be made, amongst those
whose purity was not questioned, and whose authority
was constantly and confidently urged, by men who were
furthest from beinge of on minde amongst themselves,
and for the mutuall supporte of ther severall opinions, in
which they most contradicted each other; and in all those
contraversyes, he had so dispassioned a consideration, such
a candor in his nature, and so profounde a charity in his
conscience, that in those pointes in which he was in his
owne judgement most cleere, he never thought the worse,

30 or in any degree declined the familiarity of those who